Drug Sound-Alikes

Contributed by Jane Warren, CMT

Drug Sound-Alikes:  So often we encounter these in medical transcription, and one member has requested that I post something about this daily dilemma.  I decided to scroll through the Quick Look Electronic Reference 2004 in the “Sound Alike Comparison” section, and admittedly some I’ve never heard of, but I wanted to see which of these nagging terms caught my eye the most.  They may have caught yours as well! 

acetylcholine (a se teel koe’ leen) and acetylcysteine (a se teel sis’ teen) 

Aquasol (ah’ kwa sol) and Anusol (an’ yu sol)

Aplisol (ap’ lee sol) and Atropisol (a troe’ pi sol)

Acetazolamide (ah set ah zolé ah mide) and acetohexamide (ah set oh heks’ ah mide) 

Apresoline (aye press’ sow leen) and Priscoline (pris’ coe leen)

amantadine (ah man’ ta deen) and ranitidine (ra ni’ ti deen)

calcitriol (kal si tryé ole) and Calciferol (kal si’ ferole) 

Cytoxan (sy toks’ an) and Ciloxan (sy loks’ an)

calcitonin (kal si toé nin) and calcitriol (kal si trye′ ole)

Enduron (eń dur on) and Imuran (im’ yu ran) 

Glucophage (glué co faagsch) and Glucotrol (glue co troll)

Halenol (hal’ e nol) and Haldol (hal’ dol) 

Lamictal (la mic’ tal) and Lomotil (lo’ mo til) 

Miacalcin (my ah cal’ sin) and miconazole (mi kon’ ah zole)

lorazepam (lor a’ ze pam) and alprazolam 

lorazepam (lor a’ ze pam) and clonazepam (kloe na’ ze pam)

lorazepam (lor a’ ze pam) and diazepam (dye az’ ah pam)

Lorcet (lor’ set) and Fioricet (fee oh’ reh set)

Norvasc (nor’ vask) and Navane (nav’ ane)

losartan (loe sar’ tan) and valsartan (val sar’ tan)

magnesium sulfate (mag nee’ zhum sul’ fate) and manganese sulfate (man’ gan neese sul’ fate)

Marcaine (mar’ kane) and Narcan (nar’ kan)

You’re a poet and you don’t know it:

Aphrodyne (af’ roe dine) and Aprodine (ap’ roe dine)

Bentyl (ben’ til) and Trental (tren’ tal) 

Lopid (lo’ pid) and Slo-bid (slo’ bid)

Mellaril (mel’ la ril) and Elavil (el’ ah vil)

Taxol (tacks’ ol) and Paxil (paks’ il)

methyldopa (meth ill doe’ pa) and levodopa (lee voe doe’ pa)

You may need these if you’ve had a day inundated with drug sound-alikes:

nortriptyline (nor trip’ ti leen) and amitriptyline (ah mee trip’ ti leen) 

nortriptyline (nor trip’ ti leen) and desipramine (des ip’ ra meen)

phenobarbital (fee noe bar’ bi tal) and pentobarbital (pen toe bar’ bi tal)

Or these if deciphering these dang sound-alikes is just too painful:

oxycodone (oks i koe’ done) and OxyContin (oks i kon’ tin)

prednisolone ( pred nis’ oh lone) and prednisone (pred’ ni sone)

prednisone (pred’ ni sone) and methylprednisolone (meth il pred nis’ oh lone)

Ultane (uhl’ tane) and Ultram (uhl’ tram)

Psychotic symptoms are nothing to feel depressed over and nothing to sneeze at either: 

Seroquel (seer’ oh kwel) and Sinequan (si’ ne kwan)

Zyprexa (zye preks’ a) and Celexa (se lex’ a)

Zyprexa (zye preks’ a) and Zyrtec (zir’ tec)

Next we have a list of the soundalikes with a brief description of their intended use. You’ll see vast differences in the usages between some of the paired soundalikes. You’ll also see pairs that have the same therapeutic use—same station, different channel. 

Lamictal and Lomotil

Lamictal (la mic’ tal): An anticonvulsant used for the adjunctive treatment of partial seizures, with or without secondary generalized seizures.

Lomotil (lo’ mo til): A controlled substance used in the treatment of diarrhea. 

Miacalcin and miconazole

Miacalcin (my ah cal’ sin): Human calcitonin (a polypeptide hormone) for treatment of Paget disease of bone. Also available in salmon form, which is used for treatment of Paget disease of bone, adjunctive therapy for hypercalcemia, and postmenopausal osteoporosis, and osteogenesis imperfecta.

miconazole (mi kon’ ah zole): An antifungal agent for the treatment of vulvovaginal candidiasis and a variety of skin and mucous membrane fungal infections.

lorazepam and alprazolam

lorazepam (lor a’ ze pam): A benzodiazepine used for treatment of anxiety and status epilepticus. Also used for preoperative sedation and amnesia.

alprazolam (al PRAY zoe lam): A benzodiazepine used in the treatment of anxiety and depression, and management of panic attacks.

lorazepam and clonazepam

lorazepam (lor a’ ze pam): A benzodiazepine used for treatment of anxiety and status epilepticus. Also used for preoperative sedation and amnesia.

clonazepam (kloe na’ ze pam):  A benzodiazepine used as a prophylaxis of absence (petit mal), petit mal variant (Lennox-Gastaut), akinetic, and myoclonic seizures.

lorazepam and diazepam

lorazepam (lor a’ ze pam): A benzodiazepine used for treatment of anxiety and status epilepticus. Also used for preoperative sedation and amnesia.

diazepam (dye az’ ah pam): A benzodiazepine used for management of general anxiety disorders, panic disorders; to provide preoperative sedation, light anesthesia, and amnesia; treatment of status epilepticus, alcohol withdrawal symptoms; used as a skeletal muscle relaxant.

Lorcet and Fioricet

Lorcet (lor’ set): An analgesic narcotic (controlled substance) used for relief of moderate to severe pain. Also used as an antitussive (hydrocodone). 

Fioricet (fee oh’ reh set): A barbiturate/analgesic used for relief of the symptomatic complex of tension or muscle contraction headache.

Norvasc and Navane

Norvasc (nor’ vask): A calcium channel blocker used in the treatment of hypertension alone or in combination with antihypertensives, chronic stable angina alone or with other antianginal agents, and vasospastic angina alone or in combination with other agents. 

Navane (nav’ ane): A discontinued drug, Navane is an antipsychotic. 

Losartan and valsartan

losartan (loe sar’ tan): Angiotensin II Receptor Antagonist used in the treatment of hypertension alone or in combination with other antihypertensives. In considering the use of monotherapy with Cozaar®, it should be noted that in controlled trials, Cozaar® had an effect on blood pressure that was notably less in black patients than in nonblacks, a finding similar to the small effect of ACE inhibitors in blacks.

valsartan (val sar’ tan): Also an angiotensin II receptor antagonist used in the treatment of hypertension alone or in combination with other antihypertensives.

magnesium sulfate and manganese sulfate

magnesium sulfate (mag nee’ zhum sul’ fate):  Epsom salts used for treatment and prevention of hypomagnesemia, hypertension, encephalopathy, and seizures associated with acute nephritis in children. Also used as a cathartic. 

manganese sulfate (man’ gan neese sul’ fate):  A mineral nutritional supplement for manganese deficiency in the body. Manganese is needed for normal growth and health. Manganese helps your body break down fats, carbohydrates, and proteins. It does so as part of several enzymes. Interestingly, however, manganese deficiency has not been reported in humans.

Marcaine and Narcan

Marcaine (mar’ kane):  Local anesthetic (injectable) for peripheral nerve block, infiltration, sympathetic block, caudal or epidural block, and retrobulbar block. 

Narcan (nar’ kan):  An antidote that reverses CNS and respiratory depression in suspected narcotic overdose; neonatal opiate depression; coma of unknown etiology. Investigational uses include shock, phencyclidine, and alcohol ingestion.
Aphrodyne (af’ roe dine) and Aprodine (ap’ roe dine)

Interestingly, Aphrodyne is a miscellaneous product with no FDA sanctioned indications.  Aprodine is an antihistamine/decongestant containing pseudoephedrine and triprolidine.  It is used for the temporary relief of nasal congestion, running nose, sneezing, itching of nose or throat and itchy, watery eyes due to common cold, hay fever, or other upper respiratory allergies.

Bentyl (ben’ til) and Trental (tren’ tal)

Bentyl is an anticholinergic agent used to treat GI motility disturbances such as irritable bowel syndrome (IBS).  Trental reduces blood viscosity (thickness) in patients with peripheral vascular disease, particularly intermittent claudication.  Its investigational use has been widespread in AIDS patients.

Lopid (lo’ pid) and Slo-bid (slo’ bid)

Lopid is an antihyperlipidemic agent used to treat hypertriglyceridemia in types IV and V hyperlipidemia.  It also increases HDL cholesterol.  Slo-bid, a bronchodilator, is a discontinued product.

Mellaril (mel’ la ril) and Elavil (el’ ah vil)

Mellaril, now a discontinued product, was used to treat serious mental and emotional disorders such as schizophrenia.  Elavil, or amitriptyline, is an antidepressant used for the relief of symptoms of depression such as feelings of sadness, worthlessness, or guilt; and loss of interest in daily activities.
Taxol (tacks’ ol) and Paxil (paks’ ol)

Taxol is an antineoplastic drug for the treatment of metastatic carcinoma of the ovary after failure of first-line or subsequent chemotherapy.  It is also used to treat patients with AIDS-related Kaposi sarcoma.

methyldopa (meth ill doe’ pa) and levodopa (lee voe doe’ pa)

Methyldopa is an alpha-adrenergic blocking agent used to treat moderate to severe hypertension.  Levodopa, or l-dopa, is a dopaminergic and a diagnostic agent (anti-Parkinson) used in the treatment of growth hormone deficiency.
nortriptyline (nor trip’ ti leen) and amitriptyline (ah mee trip’ ti leen)

Nortriptyline is a tricyclic antidepressant used to treat mental depression.  It alters chemicals in the brain that may become unbalanced.  Amitriptyline is also a tricyclic antidepressant used to treat mental depression.  Its mechanism of action is the same as that of nortriptyline.

nortriptyline (nor trip’ ti leen) and desipramine (des ip’ ra meen)

Nortriptyline is a tricyclic antidepressant used to treat mental depression.  It alters chemicals in the brain that may become unbalanced.  Desipramine is also a tricyclic antidepressant used in the treatment of various forms of depression, often in conjunction with psychotherapy.  It is also used as an analgesic in chronic pain and peripheral neuropathies.

phenobarbital (fee noe bar’ bi tal) and pentobarbital (pen toe bar’ bi tal)

Phenobarbital, a controlled substance, is a barbiturate used as an anticonvulsant in the management of generalized tonic-clonic seizures, partial seizures, and neonatal seizures.  Pentobarbital, also a controlled substance and a barbiturate, is used for insomnia and acts as a preoperative sedative.
oxycodone (oks i koe’ done) and OxyContin (oks i kon’ tin)

Oxycodone, a controlled substance, is a narcotic analgesic for the management of moderate to severe pain.  It is usually used in combination with non-narcotic analgesics.  OxyContin is a brand name of oxycodone that possesses the same use.

prednisolone ( pred nis’ oh lone) and prednisone (pred’ ni sone)

Prednisolone is an adrenal corticosteroid used in the treatment of endocrine disorders, rheumatic disorders, collagen diseases, dermatologic diseases, allergic states, ophthalmic diseases, respiratory diseases, hematologic disorders, neoplastic diseases, edematous states, and gastrointestinal diseases.  Prednisone, also an adrenal corticosteroid, is used for the management of adrenocortical insufficiency and for the control of various immune disorders such as lupus and idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura (ITP).  Its mechanism of action in this case involves immunosuppression and anti-inflammation. 

prednisone (pred’ ni sone) and methylprednisolone (meth il pred nis’ oh lone)

Prednisone is an adrenal corticosteroid used for the management of adrenocortical insufficiency and for the control of various autoimmune disorders such as lupus and idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura (ITP).  Its mechanism of action in this case involves immunosuppression and anti-inflammation.  Methylprednisolone, also an adrenal corticosteroid, is also an anti-inflammatory or immunosuppressant agent in the treatment of a variety of diseases including those of hematologic, allergic, inflammatory, neoplastic, and autoimmune origin.

Ultane (uhl’ tane) and Ultram (uhl’ tram)

Ultane is a general anesthetic used for the induction and maintenance of anesthesia.  Ultram is a non-narcotic analgesic used for the relief of moderate to moderately severe pain. 

Seroquel (seer’ oh kwel) and Sinequan (si’ ne kwan)

Seroquel is an antipsychotic agent for the management of psychotic disorders.  It belongs to a new chemical drug class, the dibenzothiazepine derivatives.  Sinequan is a tricyclic antidepressant used in the treatment of various forms of depression and in the treatment of anxiety disorders.  It is also used as an analgesic for neuropathic pain and as a short-term therapy for moderate pruritus.

Zyprexa (zye preks’ a) and Celexa (se lex’ a)

Zyprexa is an antipsychotic agent used in the treatment of the manifestations of psychotic disorders.  It is also used as a short-term treatment of acute manic episodes associated with bipolar I disorder.  Drug Soundalikes (Cont’d.)

Celexa is an antidepressant used in the treatment of depression.

Zyprexa (zye preks’ a) and Zyrtec (zir’ tec)

Zyprexa is an antipsychotic agent used in the treatment of the manifestations of psychotic disorders.  It is also used as a short-term treatment of acute manic episodes associated with bipolar I disorder.  Zyrtec is an antihistamine used to treat perennial and seasonal allergic rhinitis and other allergic symptoms including urticaria (hives).







